
 City Manager’s Office 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

To:  City of College Park Council Members 

From: Scott Somers, City Manager 

Date:  October 13, 2015 

Subject: CITY OF COLLEGE PARK WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Attachments: After the Fire - movie and lecture at Hoff Theater sponsored by UMD and the Fire 
Marshall; Destination College Park - Open House at the Visitors Center; Parkdale High 
School College & Career Fair; MML EBulletin; Health Department Flu Clinics 

 

Assistant City Manager 
 

• Attended the annual International City/County Managers Association conference, and will be sharing 
with staff information on performance measurement, technology planning, and communications. 

• Has been meeting with department directors and staff to discuss the new Strategic Plan and the Action 
Plan. Department directors are working with their staff to review and update performance measures. 

• The City Operations Sustainability Plan will be on the October 20 Worksession.  Please contact Bill 
Gardiner, Assistant City Manager bgardiner@collegeparkmd.gov if you have questions or suggestions 
for changes. 

• Working with the UMD PALS program and a possible course in the spring at no cost to the City.  The 
course would focus on recommendations from the Greenhouse Gas Emissions report, the City’s Action 
Plan projects, or actions from the City Operations Sustainability Plan. 

City Clerk 
 

• The City Clerk’s office is preparing for the November 3 election. The plan is to have two  
“Express Vote” machines – one at each polling location – for visually impaired voters.  
We were able to accomplish this within the $15,000 authorized by Council by reducing the number of 
DS200s from four to three at each poll location. Applications for Absentee Ballots may be downloaded 
here or picked up from City Hall. 
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Finance 
 

• This week, the Finance department will be issuing applications for the FY2016 community services 
grants. These grants are for a maximum of $2,500 and the eligible organizations are described in the 
grant criteria.  Any organization that receives a direct grant or community events micro-grant from the 
City is not eligible for these grants.  The deadline for submission of applications is Thursday, November 
5.  Grant applications and criteria will be sent to previous grant recipients and posted on the City’s 
website (click here). 

Human Resources 
 

• Jessica Prentice from Youth and Family Services won Employee of the Quarter for September 2015. 

• Awards Ceremony will be held on December 11, 2015. Please make plans to attend. 

Planning 
 

• The Business Beat will be back in circulation starting this week and then will publish on alternate 
months with the Development Update which will be released in early November.  Look for the opening 
of Nando’s Peri Peri on October 28 preceded by a soft opening with all proceeds donated to the 
University of Maryland Community Food Bank.  Also check out the mural now being painted on an 
exterior wall facing Knox Road by South African artist Kilmany-Jo Liversage. 

• Staff attended a session held by MML and MACo to discuss zoning issues associated with establishing 
medical marijuana facilities in Maryland.  Planning has received several inquiries from applicants 
wishing to open dispensaries in College Park.  Initially, the State will license 94 dispensaries (two per 
senatorial district).  The deadline for applications is November 6, 2015. 

Public Services 
 

The following are highlights of Public Services activity this past week, which also included routine issuing 
of permits, conducting exterior property maintenance inspections, patrol, and code/law enforcement activities: 

 
• Code Enforcement staff conducted 42 annual rental inspections of single family and condo units; six 

fraternities were inspected. One business inspection was conducted. 

• From 5 pm on Thursday, October 8th through Sunday October 11th, the night and weekend shifts of Code 
Enforcement and Contract Police Officers responded to 8 noise or loud party complaints. Warnings were 
issued when no noise code violations were documented, and two (2) Municipal Infractions ($500 fines) 
were issued when sound levels were measured over the code limits. Sponsors of all events were advised 
of the noise ordinance and were directed to quiet any disturbing noise. Two (2) UMD students were 
referred to the Office of Student Conduct as the result of party complaints. 

• Contract Police responded and assisted at two (2) incidents involving UMD students who were 
transported to the hospital. One was for a pedestrian struck in the crosswalk at Baltimore Ave & Knox 

http://www.collegeparkmd.gov/programs_and_initiatives/community_services_grants/index.php


Road, the other was for a possible overdose in an off campus apartment building. Both injuries were 
believed to be not life threatening. 

• The Animal Control Officer impounded 3 stray cats, returned 1 cat to owner, and disposed of 3 cat 
carcasses found deceased.  

• Staff have been providing support for a community wetlands cleanup event to be held 9am-12noon, 
Saturday, October 17, at the wetlands between Columbia Ave and the CSX tracks. Volunteers will meet 
at Columbia Ave. tot lot near College Ave.      

Public Works 
 

• This Saturday, October 17, is the last of the two fall Cleanup Saturdays.  DPW, 9217 51st Avenue, will 
be open from 7:30 am to 12:00 noon for city residents, with proof of residency, to drop-off bulky trash, 
electronics, brush and yard waste.  Hazardous materials (shingles, propane tanks, paint, etc.) will not be 
accepted.  Selected donation of clothing and household items and building, remodeling, and gardening 
materials will be collected by vendors.  Click here for the website or call DPW at 240-487-3590 for 
further information. 

• Last Saturday, October 10, 44 residents took advantage of the shredding program and 35 residents 
dropped off electronics for recycling. 

Youth, Family and Senior Services 
 
• Preparations are underway for the upcoming Halloween Thing held on Saturday, October 24 from 10 am 

– noon at Youth and Family Services 4912 Nantucket Road.  Activities include Face painting, games, 
refreshments, arts and crafts.  Fun to be had by all. Click here for flyer. 

MEETINGS AT A GLANCE: 
 
Tuesday, October 13, 2015 
7:30 pm Mayor & Council Regular Meeting in Council Chamber of City Hall 
 
Wednesday, October 14, 2015  
10:30 am City Manager’s Staff Meeting in Council Chamber of City Hall 
 
Thursday, October 15, 2015 
7:00 pm Noise Control Board Hearing in Council Chamber of City Hall  
8:00 pm Berwyn District  Civic Association Meeting and District 2  

Candidate Forum at Fealy Hall, 4902 Berwyn Road, College Park  
 
Monday, October 19, 2015 
2:00 pm CMAST Meeting in Council Chamber of City Hall 
7:00 pm Committee for a Better Environment at Davis Hall, 9217 51st Avenue  
7:30 pm Education Advisory Committee Meeting in Lower Level Conference Room of City Hall  

http://www.collegeparkmd.gov/government/public_works/spring_and_fall_cleanup_events.php
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Tuesday, October 20, 2015 
7:30 pm Mayor & Council Worksession in Council Chamber of City Hall  
 
Tuesday, October 27, 2015 
7:00 pm Public Hearing – permit parking 5200 block Mineola Road 
7:30 pm Mayor & Council Regular Meeting in Council Chambers of City Hall 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
Proposal to Implement Residential Permit Restricted parking in the 5200 block of Mineola Road 
Tuesday, October 27, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. - 2nd floor Council Chambers of City Hall, 4500 Knox Road 
 

The Mayor and Council of the City of College Park will hold a Public Hearing to take public comment on 
the possibility of implementing a new Residential Permit Parking Zone in the 5200 block of Mineola Road.  
This proposed new permit restricted zone would be enforced 24/7, and would allow two (2) parking permits per 
residence, at the cost of $10 per year per permit.  Guest permits will also involve a fee. 

All persons interested shall have an opportunity to be heard. Parking passes will be available from the front 
window. In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please contact 
the City Clerk’s Office at 240-487-3501 and describe the assistance that is necessary. 

 
If you are unable to appear in person, you may submit written comment prior to the Public Hearing: 
 
In order to be received by the Council as part of the record, the comment must include the specific topic to 
which it relates and the full name and address of the person submitting the comment.  Written comment 
should be addressed to the Mayor and City Council, and submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. on the day of the 
meeting to cpmc@collegeparkmd.gov. 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at 240-487-3501. 

Route 1 Evening Road Closures – Monument Village At College Park West  
 
Starting Sunday, October 11, 2015, Davis Construction Corp. will be starting the work associated with 

installing the incoming Domestic Water Service for the property. The overall operation is anticipated to take 
two (2) weeks.  

The incoming water service is fed from a water main which is situated below the furthest outbound lane of 
US Route 1 (Baltimore Avenue). As a result, selective lane closures will be required to complete the installation 
and tie-in. Due to the high volume of traffic on US Route 1, Maryland State Highway Authority (MDSHA) and 
the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) are advising that this work be perform during off-peak 
hours. The specific working hours have been identified below;  



Work Hours: Working hours for this operation will take place Sunday – Thursday, between the hours of 
8:00PM and 6:00AM.  

All work is taking place along US Route 1 and will not interfere with normal traffic patterns along Cherokee 
Street, or Autoville Drive. Additionally, this will not disrupt the water service for the community, or any of the 
surrounding neighborhoods. It should be noted that there will be personnel from James G. Davis Construction 
onsite at all times while this work is ongoing.  

For any specific questions regarding this operation, please contact Ben Mahoney of James G. Davis 
Construction Corporation at (301) 945-0118, or bmahoney@davisconstruction.com. 

 

ATTICK TOWERS WAIT LIST TO OPEN 
College Park Housing Authority, 9014 Rhode Island Avenue, College Park 
 

Attick Towers will open its’ wait list from November 2, 2015 to November 20, 2015.  Attick Towers is an 
independent living high-rise apartment building located at 9014 Rhode Island Avenue in College Park, 
Maryland. 

All applicants must be 62 years of age or older or be a disabled or handicapped adult. Applicants do not 
have to reside in College Park to apply; however, people who live or work in the City of College Park will have 
preference. No children can be accepted.  Applicants are subject to a credit and criminal background check. 

Applicants should be prepared to move within 30 days once a unit is available.  Rent is based on 30 percent 
of one’s income.  Attick Towers has efficiency apartments for one person occupancy and one bedroom 
apartments for two person occupancy. All applicants are required to pay a security deposit equal to one month’s 
rent or $300, whichever is less. 

To obtain an application, please contact the Housing Authority at 301-345-3600 and an application will be 
mailed to you. 

MobileNOW! ‘Pay By Cell’ 
 

The City of College Park is proud to offer MobileNOW! ‘Pay By Cell’ technology to our customers in 
select metered areas of the downtown core of our city as yet another payment option to metered parking. 
Residents, commuters, and visitors alike may now pay for parking using the free MobileNOW! app, or by 
calling MobileNOW! at 301-276-0593, using the MobileNOW! IVR system to set up an account. ‘Pay By Cell’ 
parking will be offered specifically in the College Park Shopping Center (CVS Pharmacy Lot), the City Hall 
parking Lot, located at 4500 Knox Road, and the city’s Municipal Parking Garage, located at the corner of 
Knox Road and Yale Avenue. 

District 2 Candidate Debate 
Thursday, October 15, 8:00 PM, Fealy Hall, 4902 Berwyn Road 
 

The Berwyn and Lakeland Civic Associations are holding a District 2 candidate forum. We have four 
candidates running for two seats, so voting is pretty important this November. Come hear where the candidates 
stand on the issues YOU care about! 

The forum will be moderated by WYPR’s Sheilah Kast (a fellow Berwyn resident). 
 

mailto:bmahoney@davisconstruction.com


Mayoral and District 3 Debate 
Wednesday, October 28, 7:30 PM, City Hall, 4500 Knox Road 
 

This debate is sponsored by the Calvert Hills Civic Association, but is open to the entire city. The debate 
will be moderated by WTOP’s Shawn Anderson (also a resident of College Park, District 3). Mr. Anderson has 
significant moderating experience, including moderating a gubernatorial debate last October between Governor 
Hogan and Anthony Brown. Following the Mayoral debate, there will be a council candidate forum for District 
3 council candidates, but there will be a break in-between so non-District 3 residents may depart at that time. 

Hope everyone can take advantage of what may be the only opportunity our Mayoral candidates have to 
debate in an organized forum and many thanks to the Calvert Hills Civic Association for providing this 
opportunity! 
  



  



  



  



  



 October 5, 2015 
 

New to You: Fall Conference Orientation for Municipal Officials – October 26 
 
As the fall conference roster grows, so does the number of officials attending that are new to office or new to participating 
in League events. We welcome all new officials or those veteran officials who are unfamiliar with League programs and 
benefits, to attend the Orientation for Municipal Officials (OMO) being held Monday, October 26 1:00-2:00 p.m. during the 
fall conference. 
 
OMOs are designed to provide a 50,000 foot view of League benefits and programs. MML’s Leadership and staff will be 
on hand to discuss: 
 
• How certain League programs can save precious municipal dollars 
• MML’s legislative advocacy  
• How to best take advantage of League membership 
 
Kick off your fall conference experience at the OMO, then visit the tabletop exhibits to gather information on a broad 
variety of goods and services that your municipality may need. 
 

Legislative Committee to Recommend 2016 Priorities to League Membership at Fall 
Conference 
 
In its meeting on September 23, the MML Legislative Committee discussed twelve legislative action requests submitted 
from League members. For the 2016 General Assembly session, the Committee decided to recommend two legislative 
priorities and three statements of strategic engagement to be voted upon by the general membership at this year’s fall 
conference in Cambridge. 
 
For the seventh year in a row, the Committee decided that advocating for the restoration of highway user revenues should 
be a top League priority. The Committee endorsed a commitment to work with the General Assembly and administration 
to restore these important transportation funds and to ensure predictable, stable funding into the future. 
 
The Committee also recommended that the League actively oppose any effort to divert Program Open Space (POS) 
funds from their intended purpose to the general fund. In past years, the General Assembly has balanced the general fund 
on the back of the POS program, to the detriment of local governments. MML will join with other stakeholders in this 
important program to advocate against continued fund diversions. 
 
The Committee will also be working on three statements of strategic engagement regarding foreclosures, tax equity, and 
police body cameras. The statements will commit the League to support local government interests on these issues 
before the General Assembly during the upcoming legislative session. 
 

 



Fall Conference Update 
 
With the 2015 MML fall conference fast approaching, attendees will have a range of workshop topics to choose from, 
including three core Academy classes (Structure of Municipal Government, Open Meetings, and Municipal Budgeting.) 
Additional workshops include Hot Button Legal Issues, Lobbying 101, Environmental Awareness, and Dealing with 
Blighted and Foreclosed Properties. Although discounted early registration has closed, online registration is still available 
until October 16 and first-time attendees qualify for a $50 discount. Maryland’s Attorney General Brian Frosh is confirmed 
as the keynote speaker during the business meeting on Friday, October 27 at 1:30 p.m., where he will discuss policing 
issues in Maryland. Maryland Governor Larry Hogan and Lt. Governor Boyd Rutherford are also invited speakers. 
Registration and conference questions may be directed to Trish Westervelt at trishw@mdmunicipal.org or 410/268-5514.  
 

Municipal Policing “Bonus” Workshop 
 
There have been few moments in recent history when policing has faced greater scrutiny than it has in the past two years. 
A confluence of tragic events, technological advances, and cultural, demographic and political shifts have forced elected 
officials, police, and the communities we serve to rethink how we conduct public safety operations. Join MML on 
Wednesday, October 28 from 1-4:30 p.m. – immediately after the fall conference – at the Cambridge Public Safety 
Building for a timely conversation titled “Walking the Beat: The Future of Municipal Policing.” This class qualifies for 
Academy for Excellence in Local Governance Elective credit, and everyone who registers before October 10 will receive a 
package of supplementary pre-workshop materials.  
 
Registration for this special bonus session is $35 and separate from the fall conference registration. However, you do not 
need to be a conference registrant to attend. For more information on the Municipal Policing bonus workshop look here. 
 

MML Conference Proxies and Absentee Ballots Available 
 
Proxy forms and absentee ballot information were e-mailed in September to each MML member municipality. Both offer 
alternatives to cities and towns that will otherwise not be represented at the League fall conference business meeting in 
Cambridge on October 27, 2015.  
 
If elected officials from a League member municipality are unable to attend the conference, their municipality may be 
represented for voting purposes by administrative proxy (if a nonelected official from your municipality will represent your 
city/town) or municipal proxy (if a representative from another municipality will represent your city/town). Note that a MML 
member municipality may exercise a municipal proxy for just one other member municipality.  
 
Absentee ballots, which are provided on request, provide a limited voice for those who choose not to use a proxy. 
Absentee ballots may be used only to vote yea or nay on (1) the issues recommended for inclusion in the League's 
legislative package and (2) any MML bylaws amendments that are considered at the conference. 
 
Questions? Please contact Jim Peck at jimp@mdmunicipal.org. 
 

Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement  
 
If your city or town has not yet signed the state’s Municipal Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement, please consider doing so 
at a council meeting this fall. We know from La Plata’s catastrophic tornado and a variety of local emergencies that have 
occurred since then, that municipalities are always quick to assist each other in a time of crisis. However, FEMA and 
MEMA regulations can limit your jurisdiction’s ability to receive reimbursement for such assistance unless your 
municipality has a signed mutual aid agreement with the city or town you are assisting.  
 
To date, the following cities and towns have signed the agreement along with an accompanying resolution and submitted 
it to the Maryland Municipal League office: Aberdeen, Bel Air, Berwyn Heights, Berlin, Betterton, Bowie, Cheverly, 
College Park, Forest Heights, Frederick, Fruitland, Greenbelt, Hampstead, Landover Hills, Laurel, Millington, 
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Morningside, Mt. Rainier, Port Deposit, Preston, Riverdale Park, Salisbury, Sykesville, Takoma Park, Upper 
Marlboro, and Walkersville. For more information on how your municipality can ensure reimbursement in future 
emergencies, contact MML Education Services Director Tom Reynolds at tomr@mdmunicipal.org or 410/268-5514. 
 

Municipal/County Planners to Meet  
 
In what has become an annual event, municipal and county planners will meet jointly on Friday, October 9 from 10:00 
a.m. – 12:00 noon at MML headquarters. The meeting will feature Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) Secretary 
David Craig and MDP staff who will discuss recommendations as Maryland local governments transition from a six-year 
comprehensive master plan update cycle to the new ten-year update cycle. MML and Maryland Association of Counties 
(MACo) staff will also discuss zoning issues associated with establishing medical marijuana facilities in Maryland. To be 
added to the municipal planners e-mail list, please send contact information to candaced@mdmunicipal.org. 
 

MML Chapter Legislative Dinners 
 
Four of the nine MML Chapters have scheduled their legislative dinners (schedule can be found below). It is imperative 
that your legislators be notified of Chapter legislative dinner as soon as you have chosen your date and location. MML 
leadership and staff will also be on hand to present the League’s 2016 legislative agenda during your legislative dinner so 
please provide the details to the MML office as well.  
 
Washington County Chapter 
Monday, November 23 - Clear Spring 
 
Southern Maryland Chapter 
Wednesday, December 2 - La Plata 
 
Prince George's County Municipal Association (PGCMA) 
Tuesday, December 8 – Newton-White Mansion, Mitchellville 
 
Montgomery County Chapter 
Thursday, December 10 – Location TBD 
 

Maryland Governor's Grants Conference 2015 
 
Early Bird registration is open for the preeminent grants training conference in the nation.  
 
The annual Maryland Governor's Grants Conference will take place Monday, November 9, 2015 in Hyattsville. Join your 
colleagues from throughout Maryland and the U.S. to learn about the latest updates in federal grants management under 
the "new" uniform guidance. Mingle with federal and state grant makers and pick up tips on how best to prepare for an 
audit.  
 
Early Bird is in effect through October 9. (Fair warning: this conference sold out of seats even before Early Bird ended last 
year.) For full details and to register click here. 
 
Continuing Professional Education credits are offered. 
 

New Sustainability Webinars 
 
Sustainable Maryland Certified is inviting all municipal leaders to participate in a series of FREE new webinars on a 
variety of sustainability-related topics taking place throughout the fall of 2015. The webinars will offer  
 
• Step-by-step plans to complete Sustainable Maryland actions 
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• Tools for completing projects in your community 
• Examples from communities across Maryland 
 
Even if you are not a participant in Sustainable Maryland Certified, you may still be interested in topics including 
Sustainable Purchasing, Health and Wellness, and Starting a Community Garden. You will find dates, times, and 
additional information here.  
 

MD Energy Administration's Community Wind Outreach Events for 2015 
 
The Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) is pleased to announce its upcoming Community Wind Outreach Events. 
These public information sessions, open to anyone interested in learning more about community wind scale wind projects, 
will be held in October, with events being hosted in various locations throughout Maryland.  
 
Community-scale wind energy projects are larger than residential projects, smaller than utility scale projects, but large 
enough to provide energy to a local business, a community facility or an educational institution. Additionally, MEA defines 
community wind as a project that benefits not only the project developer and site owner, but that also provides a benefit to 
the local community.  
 
Please join us at one of the upcoming events to learn more about the Maryland Energy Administration’s Community Wind 
Initiative, please click here. To register for one of the events, please email Rebecca Rush or contact phone 301/797-4146. 
   

Urban Waters Small Grants Available 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is soliciting proposals from eligible applicants for projects that will 
advance EPA's water quality and environmental justice goals. Proposed projects will address urban runoff pollution 
through diverse partnerships that produce multiple community benefits, with emphasis on underserved communities. Note 
that proposed project activities must take place entirely within one of the Eligible Geographic Areas, as illustrated on the 
interactive map provided on the Urban Waters Small Grants mapping website. 
 
EPA supports and empowers communities, especially underserved communities, that are working on solutions to address 
multiple community needs, and fostering successful collaborative partnerships. Projects should address local water quality 
issues related to urban runoff pollution; provide additional community benefits; actively engage underserved communities; 
and foster partnership. 
 
The total estimated funding available for awards under this competition is approximately $1.6 million. EPA expects each 
award to range from $40,000 to $60,000. EPA Regional Offices will award the cooperative agreements resulting from this 
announcement. It is anticipated that each EPA Regional Office will award approximately two to three cooperative 
agreements. Funding is contingent upon Agency funding levels, the quality of proposals received, and other applicable 
considerations. 
 
Visit the Urban Waters Small Grants website to learn more about the program and how to submit a proposal.  
 

Classifieds 

 
Classified advertisements from Maryland cities, towns, counties and other government agencies will be published in 
MML’s e-Bulletin at no charge. If you would like to advertise an employment opportunity, Request for Proposals, or a 
piece of equipment for sale within the State of Maryland, please e-mail the ad copy, in a text only word doc, 200 words 
or less to classified. Ads will appear for a 90-day period and can be resubmitted for posting if needed. 
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